
The Dunklin County Hall of Hon-

or recently received two additional 

inductees; Mr. Robert Caneer, and 

Dr. Steinmetz. 

The ceremony, held  the afternoon 

of November 6 began with 

Dunklin County Library Director, 

JoNell Minton welcoming the in-

ductees family, friends, and other 

visitors to the 14th annual event. Ms. 

Minton then introduced Mr. Randall 

Baker, a Hall of Honor Committee 

Member  to tell the audience about 

Dr. Steinmetz. 

In the citation, Mr. Baker described 

Dr. Steinmetz. “Julius was born in 

Mexico, Missouri May 4, 1884 to 

German immigrant parents where 

his father owned and operated a 

pharmacy. As a child, his family 

moved to St. Louis where they en-

joyed membership in hunting clubs 

and attending the opera.  

Julius completed his education in St. 

Louis, graduating from the St. Louis 

College of Physicians and Surgeons 

in 1909 then interning at Jefferson 

Hospital in St. Louis. By this time, 

his family had moved to Blackwell, 

Missouri in St. Francois County 

where Julius joined them to begin his 

medical practice. 

In 1909 he was married to Anna Jus-

tina Krodinger. Two children were 

born to Julius and Anna, Anna Barba-

ra Steinmetz Taylor in 1914 and Al-

ois Benno Steinmetz in 1918. Julius 

and his family moved to Dunklin 

County in 1920 with Julius establish-

ing his medical practice in Clarkton 

where he remained the rest of his ca-

reer. Much of the area was undevel-

oped when the Steinmetz family ar-

rived in Clarkton, prompting Dr. 

Steinmetz to strive to expand and im-

prove medical care in the area. Dur-

ing much of his practice he was the 

only doctor in the community. He 

mixed and developed many of his 

own medicines including cough med-

icine and a salve referred to as “salve 

for slow-healing sores” which many 

users considered miraculous. He 

taught modern methods of childbirth, 

encouraging new mothers to resume 

activity rather than lying in bed for 

two weeks as the prevailing method 

then required. Dr. Steinmetz also 

gave chemicals and equipment to an 

early pharmacist in Gideon so that 

another town would have a drugstore. 

Dr. Steinmetz had a love for classical, 

operatic music which he played so 

loud that visitors could feel the beat 

on the front porch. An avid Cardinal 

baseball fan, he played the games 

loud like his music which would en-

tertain a front yard full of fans during 

baseball games. Dr. Steinmetz con-

tributed to the civic life of Clarkton 

and was a member of the Masonic 

Lodge. He often played in the school 

pep band at basketball games. He al-

so took advantage of the hunting and 

fishing opportunities the area had to 

offer as well as traveling widely 

across the United States, Mexico, and 

Europe. 

Dr. Steinmetz had an interest in agri-

culture as well as medicine. He took 
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Dunklin County Library Board President, Ken Lentz 

presents Mrs. Faye Caneer, wife of Mr. Caneer and 

her daughter,  Cindy Wilkins a certificate of Mr. 

Caneer’s installation into the Hall of Honor. 

Caneer and Steinmetz  inducted into Hall of Honor 

Ken Lentz presents Mrs. Barbara Godley, grand-

daughter of Dr. Steinmetz a certificate of induc-

tion into the Hall of Honor on behalf of her grand-

father. 
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short courses at the Uni-

versity of Missouri and 

brought to Clarkton an 

experiment in winemak-

ing, cultivating Niagara 

and other grape varieties 

and bottling champagne 

each year.  

Dr. Steinmetz lived a full 

and vibrant life calling 

Dunklin County his home. 

He died on July 07, 1972 

at the age of 88. 

For his work as a pioneer-

ing physician in Dunklin 

County, contributions as a 

community leader, and the 

promotion of music and 

new agricultural interests 

to his hometown, Dr. Jul-

ius Benno Steinmetz is 

added to the Dunklin 

County Hall of Honor. 

Ms. Minton then invited 

another Hall of Honor 

Committee Member, Di-

ane Johnson to speak on 

the achievements of Mr. 

Caneer. 

Mrs. Johnson read in full 

Robert was born in Senath 

March 15, 1919 to Brady and 

Pearl Edmonston Caneer. He 

attended Senath High School, 

graduating in 1937. Follow-

ing high school, Robert at-

tended Chillicothe Business 

College in Chillicothe, Mis-

souri after which he returned 

to Senath. In 1940, he married 

Faye Fulbright. Robert and 

Faye had two children, Janet 

(Peanut) Caneer Wallace and 

Cindy Caneer Wilkins, during 

their sixty-seven years in mar-

riage. He also had two grand-

daughters, Sarah Bibbs and 

Mandy Sutton and two great 

grandsons, Brady Bibbs and 

Dax Sutton. 

Robert began farming in 1940 

with eighty acres of cotton at 

Crossroads while at the same 

time working for Bertig Gin 

Company at Beech Corner. In 

1956, he became a co-owner 

of 4-Way Gin Company in 

Senath then purchased sole 

ownership in 1987. Robert 

was involved in its day-to-day 

operations, helping farmers 

even unto his death May 10, 

2007.  As a landowner, he 

served as a board member on 

both the Federal Land Bank 

Association and Missouri 

Cotton Producers. An agricul-

tural leader, Robert actively 

assisted farmers in starting 

and strengthening family farm 

operations in Dunklin Coun-

ty. 

Robert became a member of 

the First Baptist Church of 

Senath in 1935 and was or-

dained as a deacon in 1955. 

He was a member of the Mis-

souri Baptist Foundation, 

working to strengthen minis-

try and mission efforts 

throughout the state. He 

served on a variety of church 

committees at Senath First 

Baptist and initiated the estab-

lishment of a scholarship fund 

benefiting church members 

seeking higher education op-

portunities. Since its first 

award in 1988, this scholar-

ship program has provided 

endowments to 112 local re-

cipients.   

Robert’s community involve-

ment included being a mem-

ber and president of the 

Senath-Hornersville Board of 

Education, member of the 

Senath Masonic Lodge, earn-

ing a 32nd degree Scottish 

Rite, and contributions to the 

Senath Cemetery Association. 

Because of his devoted sup-

port of the development of his 

community and a life-long 

commitment to Dunklin 

County agriculture and area 

farmers, Robert Caneer is 

welcomed to the Dunklin 

County Hall of Honor. 

In honor of Veterans Day, 

Kennett resident and the Hon-

orable Judge Michael Mow-

rer, who is part of the nine 

member Missouri Veterans 

Commission,  spoke about the 

importance of veterans affairs 

and the Missouri Veterans 

Commission.  The Commis-

sion’s mission includes 

providing veterans with the 

assistance they need for State 

and Federal benefits in a time-

ly manner, providing the ap-

propriate care for the Veter-

an’s health needs and provid-

ing with honor the burial 

place.  

 Judge Mowrer graduated 

from the Ranger Field Artil-

lery and Medical Service Of-

ficer Qualification Course and 

was commissioned as Second 

Lieutenant in the United 

States Army Field Artillery in 

June, 1967. Judge Mowrer 

served his country in Vi-

etnam. 

Mrs. Suzanne Mays pro-

vided patriotic piano ac-

companiment for the 

guests as they entered the 

ceremony. 

Judge J. Michael Mowrer 
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